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SURPRISING FACTS PERTAINING TO THE CHURCH: 
 

1. “More preaching is not the answer to spiritual hunger.” 

 

1. “Writing more books, additional, conferences, better technology, or special 
effects are not the answer either.” In doing so, we are only talking to 
ourselves while becoming even more isolated from the communities 
around us. 

 
CONCLUSION: The church does not need to be slicker or trendier (contemporary) 
to draw people into the community of faith. She simply needs to be BETTER and 
HOLIER! 
 
John 12:32 
“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”” 
John 12:32 NKJV 
 
Rather than investing time and money into events, reinvest it into equipping 
people to live genuinely good lives. “We need not be more religious; we need to 
be more connected”—BRIDGE BUILDERS! 
 
A. Who are the events for? Who comes to the events we put on? 
 
 
STRONG SUGGESTION—“Put less time into pointing out the world’s errors and 
much more time into proving God’s love.” 



 
“What the world waits to see is whether WHAT WE HAVE is better than what they 
have.”  
 
Is what we have indicative of BRIDGE BUILDING??? 
 
 
BRIDGE BUILDER ACTIVITY: 
 

1. Move beyond being seeker-sensitive to being community-admired. 

 

1. To be known not by where we are located but by what we do—real impact 
-vs- just making an impression 

 

1. Persons drawn to God not by our weekly shows, but by lifestyles of holiness 

 
 
So, how does a church/society become irresistible in a God-like way??? 
 
Romans 12:1-2 
“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God 
because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the 
kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the 
behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person 
by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect.” 
Romans 12:1-2 NLT 
 
 
Napoleon stated that “IDEAS RULE.” For good or for bad, ideas rule us.  
 
Our ideas also become our churches. “How we see them in our mind’s eye, 
determines their look, feel, their success or failure.” 



 
Who is CBC??? Do WE believe what Jesus said about the church??? 
 
A. Matthew 16:18 
“Now I say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I 
will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.” 
Matthew 16:18 NLT 
 
“Irresistible Influence was Jesus’ big idea.  
 
A. Matthew 28:18-20 
“Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and 
on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples 
to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.”” 
Matthew 28:18-20 NLT 
 
Jesus preached INFLUENCE!!! 
 
A. Matthew 5:13-14 
““You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can 
you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as 
worthless. “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be 
hidden.” 
Matthew 5:13-14 NLT 
 
 
DANGEROUS CHURCH MODELS 
 
A. A Need Meeting Church 
 
1. Goals become internal needs, desires, and finally wants 
 
B. A Success Seeking Church 
 
1. Bigger the Better—Size matters—Numbers count—More facilities—More  



staff—Often, said churches spend huge amounts of money on events to  
draw people in. 
 
1. A successful church often remains a stranger to its very own  
community. 
 
John 12:32 
“And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.”” 
John 12:32 NLT 
 
 
“We exist to manifest the reality of Christ to the world, by equipping Christians to 
live lifestyles of spiritual integrity.” 
 
Changing lifestyles is one of our BIG IDEAS. We are a people that are: 
 

1. Passionately committed to Jesus Christ (a heart for God) 
2. Biblically measured (everything by the BOOK) 
3. Morally pure (in a morally compromised age) 
4. Family centered (healthy homes are a priority) 
5. Evangelistically bold (willing and confident in sharing one’s faith) 
6. Socially responsible (the community around us is our business) 

 
 
Tasks of the IRRESISTIBLE CHURCH 
 

1. TO BE A COMPELLING FORCE OF INFLUENCE 

 
A. In Lifestyle 
B. In Good Works 
 
Ephesians 2:10 
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can 
do the good things he planned for us long ago.” 



Ephesians 2:10 NLT 
 
2 Timothy 3:17-17 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make 
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and 
teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do 
every good work.” 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 NLT 
 
“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s 
people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will 
continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son 
that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete 
standard of Christ.” 
Ephesians 4:11-13 NLT 
 
 
The VISION of good works is an open-handed one. WHEREVER YOUR GIFTS AND 
ABILITIES COULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE FOR JESUS CHRIST… THEN GO!!! we will 
encourage you, support you, serve you, and cheer for you. “GO AND MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE.” 
 
 
 
 
 


